Assessment of Forest Land 


Reprint of an act to classify and assess certain lands as forest land, 
which was passed by the Indiana Legislature in 1921. A few explana- 
tory notes have been added by Chas. C. Deam, State Forester. 
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*AN ACT TO ENCOURAGE TIMBER PRODUCTION AND TO PRO- 
TECT WATER SHEDS BY CLASSIFYING CERTAIN LANDS 
AS FOREST LANDS; AND PRESCRIBING A METHOD OF 
ASSESSING [APPRAISING] LANDS THUS CLASSI- 
FIED FOR PURPOSES OF TAXATION. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Indiana, That: Classification of Lands. For the purpose of taxation, 
certain forest lands, hereinafter defined as “forest plantations” and 
“native forest lands” shall be classified and assessed as provided in this 
act. The term “forest plantation” as used in this act shall be construed 
to mean any piece of cleared land which has been regularly planted with 
and has growing thereon timber producing trees to the number per acre 
as hereinafter provided. The term “native forest land” as used in this — 
act shall be construed to mean any piece of land which has never been 
plowed or cultivated and which contains native timber producing trees, 
of varying ages, to the number per acre as hereinafter prescribed: Pro- 
vided, That pomaceous trees shall not be counted as timber producing. 

Sec. 2. Forest Plantations and Native Forests Defined. Any piece 
or parcel of land to be classified as forest plantation shall have growing 
thereon the following number of healthy, living timber trees ger acre; if 
the trees are one year old, there shall be at least 600 trees per acre; if 
the trees are two years old, there shall be at least 500 trees per acre; if 
the trees are not less than three nor more than five years old, there shall 
be at least 400 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than six nor more 
than ten years old there shall be at least 300 trees per acre; if the trees 
are not less than eleven nor more than fifteen years old, there shall be 
at least 200 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than sixteen nor more 
than twenty years old, there shall be at least 175 trees per acre; if the 
trees are not less than twenty-one nor more than thirty-five years old 
there shall be at least 150 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than 
thirty-six nor more than fifty years old, there shall be at least 125 trees 
per acre; if the trees are not less than fifty-one nor more than seventy- 
five years old, there shall be at least 100 per acre; and trees older than 
seventy-five shall be credited with occupying 900 square feet of space. 
In the event that it is impossible for the owner of any plantation too 
[to] have the prescribed number of even age trees growing thereon, 
on account. of death or maturing of some, then smaller trees shall be 
planted among the larger trees so that all of the available tree growing 
space shall be occupied. Trees less than one inch in diameter at a 
height of four feet above the ground shall be credited with oceupying 
65 square feet of space; trees not less than one and more [less] than two 
inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the ground shall be 
credited with occupying 85 square feet of space; trees not less than two 
and less than four inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the 
‘ground shall be credited with cccupying 110 square feet of space. Trees 
not less than four and less than six inches in diameter at a height of four 
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feet above the ground, shall be credited with occupying 150 square feet of 
space; trees not less than six and less than eight inches in diameter at a 
distance of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 
200 square feet of space; trees not less than eight and less than ten 
inches in diameter at a distance of four feet above the ground shall be 
credited with occupying 300 square feet of space; trees not less than ten 
and less than fifteen inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the 
ground shall be credited with occupying 450 square feet of space; trees 
not less than fifteen and less [than] twenty inches in diameter at a 
height of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 
600 square feet of space and trees twenty inches in diameter or larger 
at four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying at least 
650 square feet of space. The stand of trees on any such forest planta- 
tion shall be a good stand as that term is understood by competent 
foresters and as shall be determined by the state forester and no open 
areas shall be permitted. If a tree dies or is removed the vacancy shall 
be filled by planting seed or seedlings therein. The number of seeds 
of [or] seedlings planted shall be sufficient to fully stock the open 
space. When open spaces are first replanted, the trees planted therein 
shall be spaced not more than eight feet apart and each tree planted 
shall be allowed a’ space of 64 square feet. When the owner of a 
plantation wishes arable land and wishes a wide spacing, he shall be per- 
mitted to use a spacing as wide as 8x8 feet and be permitted to grow 
a nurse crop between the rows for a period of two years. The state 
forester'may authorize the planting of additional trees within any such 
space and shall indicate how and where they shall be placed. The 
owner of any parcel of land classified as native forest land shall have 
three years\from date on which such land is entered for taxation as 
native forest land by the county auditor, as hereinafter provided to seed 
or plant such land, and if at the end of such time such land shall not be 
fully stocked, such owner shall furnish satisfactory reasons to the state 
forester for failing so to do. A native forest land shall be deemed to 
be fully stocked when it shall contain at least 1,000 timber trees of any 
size per acre, exclusive of pomaceous trees. If coppice shoots are counted 
as trees, only one from each stump shall be counted. The following 
trees shall not be deemed timber*trees within the meaning of this act: 
Dogwoods (Cornus); Water-beech’ (Carpinus) ; ironwood (Ostrya) ; red 


bud (Cercis) ; sassafras; persimmon; pawpaw; black haw; and willows 


(Salix). No areas within any such native forest shall be free of trees. 
Every open space shall be growing trees of same [some] age. The 
minimum stand of trees shall be regulated by the state forester and his 
instructions and decisions in regard to what constitutes a stand of trees 
within the meaning of this act shall be final. 

Sec. 3. Amount Assessed. All forest plantations and native forest 
lands shall be assessed at the rate of one dollar per acre. 

Sec. 4. Application for Classification. Any person or firm or corpo- 
ration, wishing to have any land classified according to the provisions 
of this act shall obtain application blanks from the state forester for 
that purpose. The state forester shall send the applicant two blanks 
which shall be filled out and filed as hereinafter provided before the 
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land shall be deemed to be classified within the meaning of this Sek 
After receiving the application blanks the applicant shall have the parcel 
of land proposed for classification surveyed by metes and bounds and 
located with reference to some established corner. In addition, the parcel 
of land shall be located as to section, township, range and county; two 
plots of the survey shall be mAde in ink, and on a scale of 100 feet to 
the inch, such plot shall show true north, the length of each side of such 
parcel of land in feet and inches, the size of all enclosed angles, the 
magnetic bearing, and the angle of the line connecting the plot with an 
established corner. Each plot shall be made a part of the application; 
one copy of the plot shall be sent to the state forester and the other shall 
be filed and recorded in the office of the recorder [filed in the office of 
the auditor], of the county in which such parcel of land is situated. 
The person making the survey of the tract shall fill in the necessary 
and appropriate part of the application and sign the same as herein- 
after prescribed. The applicant shall then have the land appraised by 
the township assessor of the township in which such parcel of land is 
situated and said appraisement shall become a part of the application 
and the township assessor shall sign the appraisement as hereinafter pre- 
scribed. Each application shall be signed by the owner or owners, sur- 
veyor, and the township assessor making the .appraisement. The 
signatures of each shall be witnessed by two legal voters of the county 
in which such parcel of land is situated. One application shall be filed 
and be made of record in the office of the recorder of the county in 
which such parcel of land is located, and the second application shall be 
sent to the state forester. If, in the judgment of the state forester the 
application and the land to be classified complies with the provisions and 
intent of this act, he shall-at once notify the county auditor of the 
county in which the land is located that the land described in the appli- 
cation has been duly classified as a forest plantation or native forest 
land as the case may be, and thereupon, the auditor shall enter the same 
for taxation as provided for in this act. 

Sec. 5. Surveyor’s Charge. The county surveyor in making such 
surveys shall not charge more than the legal rate for land surveys of 
a similar character. 

Sec. 6. How Assessment pasere Any parcel of land designed 
for classification shall be assessed [appraised] at the true cash value, 
which shall include any mineral, stone, oil or gas value it may have. 
The standing timber on such land shall not be considered in making the 
assessment [appraisement]. In addition to assessing [appraising] the 
parcel of land*in question, all of the remaining land in the section in 
which the parcel lies, outside of cities and towns shall also be assessed 
[appraised] at the true cash value, exclusive of buildings and other 
improvements. In making such assessments [appraisements] each quar- 
ter section shall be valued separately and so designated. All assessments 


. [appraisements] shall be entered in ink on the application blank. If the 


assessment [appraisement] as made by the township assessor is not 
satisfactory to the owner, he may appeal to a board consisting of the 
assessor, auditor and treasurer of the county in which such parcel of 
land is situated and the decision of such board shall be final. 
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Sec. 7. Expense of Survey and Assessment. The expense of the 
survey of the tract shall be borne by the applicant. The expense of the 
initial and withdrawal appraisement shall be borne by the county in 
which such tract is situated and shall be paid out of the general fund. 
For their services in assessing and appraising forest lands, as provided 
for in this act, the township assessor, county assessor, county auditor 
and county treasurer of any of them shall receive their necessary e€X- 
penses in doing such work. 

Sec. 8. Area. No parcel of land shall be received for classifica- 
tion unless it contains at least three acres, and such tract may be of any 
shape whatsoever. . 

Sec. 9. Dwellings. No land shall be classified under this act which 
has situated thereon any dwellings or other buildings. Nothing [con- 
tained] in this act contained shall prevent the owner thereof from main- 
taining a-sugar camp thereon and utilizing the trees for that purpose, 
or from operating a saw mill therein, to utilize the timber grown on the 
land so classified. 


See. 10.. Grazing, Etc. No land classified under this act shall be 
grazed by any domestic animal, nor shall any domestic animal be per- 
mitted to roam over such land. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to domestic fowls. 

Sec. 11. Sale of Land. No sale or other conveyance of classified 
land shall release the purchaser thereof, or any other person acquiring 
an interest therein, from any obligation or liability imposed by this act. 

See. 12. Signs. All parcels of land classified under this act shall 
be marked by four signs placed on the boundary thereon and so ar- 
ranged on different sides of the tract as to be the most conspicuous to 
- the public. Such signs shall be furnished by the department of con- 
servation, and shall be such size and have such wording as the depart- 
ment of conservation may designate. 


Sec. 13. Assessment of Wealth other Than Forest. In the event 
that any oil, gas, stone, coal or other mineral is obtained from any 
such land as classified, the tract may be at once assessed for said oil, 
gas, stone, coal or other mineral wealth and placed on the tax duplicate. 


Sec. 14. Special Permits. If occasion should arise where the owner 
of any classified land should desire a special permit in the management 
of classified land for any purpose deemed advisable by the state forester, 
and not inconsistent with any of the provisions of this act [;] the state 
forester is hereby empowered to issue such a permit which shall be in 
writing and shall be approved by the proper township trustees [trus- 
tee,] county assessor and county auditor and shall be filed and recorded 
in the office of the county recorder. 


Sec. 15. Inspections. It shall be the duty of the state forester 
to duly inspect each parcel of land so classified at any time. On such 
inspection trip he shall, if possible, have the owner go over the tract 
with him and point out to the owner any needed improvements and shall 
submit to the owner in writing a report of the inspection with recom- 
mendations. A permanent record shall be made of each inspection in 
the office of the state forester. 
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Sec. 16. Withdrawal. Land classified under this act may be with-— 
drawn from classification by the owner at any time. The owner may 
signify his intention of withdrawing his land from classification by writ- 
ing to the state forester for two withdrawal blanks, which shall be duly 
sent, and shall be properly filled out by the owner. Upon receipt of the 
blanks the owner shall have the property appraised in the same manner 
in which it was appraised when it was classified. The standing timber 
at this time shall not be considered in the assessment [appraisement]. 
If the appraisement as made by the township assessor is not atisfactory 
to the owner, he may appeal to a board of [,] consisting of the assessor, 
county auditor and treasurer of the county in which such parcel of land 
is situated and the decision of such board shall be final. 

Sec. 17. Tax. Upon the withdrawal of land from classification, the 
owner of such land shall pay théreon as hereinafter provided, an un-. 
earned increment tax. The sum of the increment tax shall be the sum 
of the last appraisement less the sum of the first appraisement. Twenty- 
five per cent of the increment tax shall be paid unto [into] the state 
treasury; 50 per cent into the county treasury and 25 per cent into the 
township treasury. 

Sec. 18. Cancellation. If the state forester finds that the provi- 
sions of this act are not being carried out, and the owner refuses to do 
so, he shall at once file a withdrawal notice with the county auditor, and 
the owner, and proceed to have the land withdrawn from classification, 
following the procedure as prescribed in section 16. 

The increment tax shall be a lien upon the land classification Ielassi- 
fied] and the failure to pay such tax shall take the same course as delin- | 
quent taxes. 

Sec. 19. The owner of any tract of land classified under the pro- 
visions.of this act shall report once each year to the state forester on 
blanks to be furnished by the state forester. Any person who shall make 
any false statement relative to any land classified under the provisions 
of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed $250, to which may be 
added imprisonment in the county jail or the state farm for a period of 
not more than six months. 


NOTES ON THE PRECEDING LAW. 


~ BY 


CuAs. C. DEAM, State Forester. 


NOTE: These notes are simply explanations and are not to be con 
strued as legal interpretations. 


Section 1. A study of the rate growth of Indiana trees shows that 
ordinarily it takes from 50 to 100 years for the fastest growing trees 
to reach a diameter of one foot; and 100 to 200 years for the slower 
growing trees. The average for all species would be about 100 years. 
It is well known that a forest investment extends over a long period of 
time with a profit so small that forest land can not afford to pay the 
present rate of taxes. 

Sec. 2. Ordinarily the farmer’s woodlot is on the rear of the farm. 
In this position the only profit it yields is the timber produced, assuming 
that no well managed woodlot is grazed. A better location for a wood- 
lot would: be to surround the buildings, orchard, and garden of the 
farm. If so located the owner would receive as benefits in addition to 
the timber produced a protective value to his buildings, stock and or- 
chard that would exceed the value of the timber produced. 

If a landowner has no woodlot, or a decrepit one he is advised to 
plant five to eight per cent of his farm to forest trees. To comply with 
the provisions of this law the trees should not be planted farther than 
8x8 feet apart. When so planted a crop, corn preferred, could be grown 
between the trees for two years. When trees are planted 8x8 feet apart, 
an acre would contain 680 trees, which allows for 80 failures the first 
year. It is the best management to replant the failures the following 
year so as to secure even natural pruning. 

A native forest would be considered well stocked if the crowns 
(tops) of the trees form a complete canopy. Open spaces in a woods 
must be planted with seed or seedlings, and it is best to plant such seed 
or seedlings 5x5 feet apart, or 6x6 feet apart in order to get a complete 
stand as quickly as possible. 

Sec. 4. One side of the application blanks will be ruled in. cross- 
sections to a tenth of an inch. On this side of the blank the surveyor 
shall plot the area surveyed to a scale of 100 feet to the inch and shall 
indicate the length of each side in feet and inches and the width of all 
enclosed angles. In addition if there is no established corner on the 
margin of the tract, he shall give the length of a straight line and en- 
closed angle which connects the tract with some established corner. In 
the event the area is too large to be plotted to a scale of 100 feet to the 
inch reduce the scale to 150 or 200 feet. 

Sec. 6. The object in assessing ali the land in the section is to 
serve as a check in obtaining the true valuation of the land classified. 
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Sec. 9. The reason no buildings are permitted to be on classified — 
land is to prevent owners of cottages in woodlands about lakes and own- 
ers of expensive suburban homes from classifying their buildings under 

this law. : 
: Sec. 10. The reason no grazing is permitted is because it is not 
consistent with the best forest management. A well managed forest 
should have a good stand of small trees growing to take the place of 
older ones when they are cut. Grazing prevents this. If the annual 
rings of growth of a stump are counted, it will be found that they are 
not uniform and often are quite variable. The variations are most 
often due to favorable growing seasons. Moisture is favorable to rapid 
growth. Grazing favors a loss of moisture by tramping and by cutting’ 
up and disturbing the leaves that help to conserve the moisture. + — 

Sec. 12. The object of. signs is to call the attention of the public. to 
the proper management of a forest. Also, in the event the owner is 
violating any provisions of this act, it is hoped that some one interested 
in law enforcement will notify the Department of Conservation. 

Sec. 17. Since land classified as forest: land is practically exempt — 
from the burden of public improvements such as roads, bridges, school 
buildings, etc., which increase the value of land; and to prevent the own- 
ers of land near cities from classifying land for speculative purposes, it 
is necessary and just that any increase in the value of land classified 
should be paid to the commonwealth which made the land more 
~ valuable. 

Sec. 19. The annual report is to be a heart to heart talk of the’ 
State Forester with the owner. It is the duty and desire of the State 
Forester to co-operate with the owner so that the owner can manage 
the forest as economically as possible and see that the owner manages to 
get the greatest returns from it. The State Forester will inspect the 
forest from time to time and from the annua! reports he will ascertain 
if his recommendations are being carried out and learn from the owner 
how the forest is progressing. Questions will be asked such as: Has 
any part of the forest been burned over? How much? Estimate the 
damage caused by fire, etc.? . Was there any insect. damage? Damage 
by wind or sleet, how much, etc.? Do you need seed or seedlings, ete.? 


330.9772. 
no. IF 
1923 


Assessment of Forest Land 


Reprint of an act to classify and assess certain lands as forest land, 
which-was passed by the Indiana Legislature in. 1921. A few explana- 
tory notes have been added by Chas C. Deam, State Forester. 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


W. A. GUTHRIE, Chairman 
STANLEY COULTER 

JOHN W. HOLTZMAN 

EK. M. WILSON, Secretary 


PUBLICATION 19 
Reissue 1923 


Published by 


THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
STATE OF INDIANA 
RICHARD LIEBER, DIRECTOR 


1921 


viel VER asl f GF ILLINUIS Libiail 


mt 4 4ATVAN 
A EG ant 3 hued 


*AN ACT TO ENCOURAGE TIMBER PRODUCTION AND TO PRO- 
TECT WATER SHEDS BY CLASSIFYING CERTAIN LANDS 
AS FOREST LANDS; AND PRESCRIBING A METHOD OF 
ASSESSING [APPRAISING] LANDS THUS CLASSI- 

FIED FOR PURPOSES OF TAXATION 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Indiana, That: Classification of Lands. For the purpose of taxation, 
certain forest lands, hereinafter defined as “forest plantations” and 
“native forest lands” shall be classified and assessed as provided in this 
act. The term “forest plantation” as used in this act shall be construed | 
to mean any piece of cleared land which has been regularly planted with 
and has growing thereon timber producing trees to the number per acre ~ 
as hereinafter provided. The term “native forest land” as used in this 
act shall be construed to mean any piece of land which has never been 
plowed or cultivated and which contains native timber producing trees, 
of varying ages, to the number per acre as hereinafter prescribed: Pro- 
vided, That pomaceous trees shall not be counted as timber producing. 

Sec. 2. Forest Plantations and Native Forests Defined. Any piece 
or parcel of land to be classified as forest plantation shall have growing 
thereon the following number of healthy, living timber trees per acre; if 
the trees are one year old, there shall be at least 600 trees per acre; if 
the trees are two years old, there shall be at least 500 trees per acre; if 
the trees are not less than three nor more than five years old, there shall 
be at least 400 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than six nor more 
than ten years old there shall be at least 300 trees per acre; if the trees 
are not less than eleven nor more than fifteen years old, there shall be. 
at least 200 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than sixteen nor more 
than twenty years old, there shall be at least 175 trees per acre; if the 
trees are not less than twenty-one nor more than thirty-five years old 
there shall be at least 150 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than 
thirty-six nor more than fifty years old, there shall be at least 125 trees 
per acre; if the trees are not less than fifty-one nor more than seventy- 
five years old, there shall be at least 100 per acre; and trees older than 
seventy-five shall be credited with occupying 900 square feet of space. 
In the event that it is impossible for the owner of any plantation too 
[to] have the prescribed number of even age trees growing thereon, 
on account of death or maturing of some, then smaller trees shall be 
planted among the larger trees so that all of the available tree growing 
space shall be occupied. Trees less than one inch in diameter at a 
height of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 
65 square feet of space; trees not less than one and more [less] than two 
inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the ground shall be 
credited with occupying 85 square feet of space; trees not less than two 
and less than four inches in diameter at*a height of four feet above the 
ground shall be credited with occupying 110 square feet of space. Trees 
not less than four and less than six inches in diameter at a height of four 

*Notge: Unfortunately a few manuscript and typographical errors appear in the law, The 
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feet above the ground, shall be credited with occupying 150 square feet of 
space; trees not less than six and less than eight inches in diameter at a 
distance of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 
200 square feet of space; trees not less than eight and Jess than. ten 
inches in diameter at a distance of four feet above the ground shall be 
credited with occupying 300 square feet of space; trees not less than ten 
and less than fifteen inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the 
ground shall be credited with occupying 450 square feet of space; trees 
not less than fifteen and less [than] twenty inches in diameter at a 
height of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 
600 square feet of space and trees twenty inches in diameter or larger 
at four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying at least 
650 square feet of space. The stand of trees on any such forest planta- 
tion shall be a good stand as- that term is understood by competent 
foresters and as shall be determined by the state forester and no open 
areas shall be permitted. If a tree dies or is removed the vacancy shall 
be filled by planting seed or seedlings therein. The number of seeds 
of [or] seedlings planted shall be sufficient to fully stock the open 
space. When open spaces are first replanted, the trees planted therein 
shall be spaced not more than eight feet apart and each tree planted 
shall be allowed a space of 64 square feet. When the owner of a 
plantation wishes arable land and wishes a wide spacing, he shall be per- 
mitted to use a spacing as wide as 8x8 feet and be permitted to grow 
a nurse crop between the rows for a period of two years. The state 
forester may authorize the planting of additional trees within any such 
space and shall indicate how and where they shall be placed. The 


-owner of any parcel of land classified as native forest land shall have 


three years from date on which such land is entered for taxation as 
native forest land by the county auditor, as hereinafter provided to seed 
or plant such land, and if at the end of such time such land shall not be 
fully stocked, such owner shall furnish satisfactory reasons to the state 
forester for failing so to do. A native forest land shall be deemed to 
be fully stocked when it shall contain at least 1,000 timber trees of any 
size per acre, exclusive of pomaceous trees. If coppice shoots are counted 
as trees, only one from each stump shall be counted. The following 
trees shall not be deemed timber trees within the meaning of this act: 
Dogwoods (Cornus) ; Water-beech (Carpinus) ; ironwood (Ostrya); red 
bud (Cercis); sassafras; persimmon; pawpaw; black haw; and willows 
(Salix). No areas within any such native forest shall be free of trees. 
Every open space shall be growing trees of same [some] age. The 
minimum stand of trees shall be regulated by the state forester and his 
instructions and decisions in regard to what constitutes a stand of trees 
within the meaning of this act shall be final. 

Sec. 3. Amount Assessed. All forest plantations and native forest 
lands shall be assessed at the rate of one dollar per acre. 

Sec. 4. Application for Classification. Any person or firm or corpo- 
ration, wishing to have any land classified according to the provisions 
of this act shall obtain application blanks from the state forester for 
that purpose.’ The state forester shall send the applicant two blanks 
which shall be filled out and filed as hereinafter provided before the 


4. 


land shall be deemed to be classified within the meaning of this act. 
After receiving the application blanks the applicant shall have the parcel 
of land proposed for classification surveyed by metes and bounds and 
located with reference to some established corner. In addition, the parcel — 
of land shall be located as to section, township, range and county; two 
plots of the survey shall be made in ink, and on a scale of 100 feet to 
the inch, such plot shall show true north, the length of each side of such 
parcel of land in feet and inches, the size of all enclosed angles, the 
-magnetic bearing, and the angle of the line connecting the plot with an 
established corner. Each plot shall be made a part of the application; 
one copy of the plot shall be sent to:the state forester and the other shall 
be filed and recorded in the office of the recorder [filed in the office of 
the auditor], of the county in which such parcel of land is situated. 
The person making the survey of the tract shall fill in the necessary 
and appropriate part of the application and sign the same as herein- 
after prescribed. The applicant shall then have the land appraised by 
the township assessor of the township in which such parcel of land is . 
situated and said appraisement shall become a part of the application 
and the township assessor shall sign the appraisement as hereinafter pre- 
seribed. Each application shall be signed by the owner or owners, sur- 
veyor, and the township assessor making the appraisement. The 
signatures of each shall be witnessed by two legal voters of the county. 
in which such parcel of land is situated. One application shall be filed 
and be made of record in the office of the recorder of the county in 
which such parcel of land is located, and the second application shall be 
sent to the state forester. If, in the judgment of the state forester the 
application and the land to be classified complies with the provisions and 
intent of this act, he shall at once notify the county auditor of the 
county in which the land is located that the land described in the appli- 
cation has been duly classified as a forest plantation or native forest 
land as the case may be, and thereupon, the auditor shall enter the same 
for taxation as provided for in this act. 

Sec. 5. Surveyor’s Charge. The county surveyor in making such 
surveys shall not charge more than the legal rate for land surveys of 
a similar character. ‘ 

Sec. 6. How Assessment [Assessed]. Any parcel of land designed 
for classification shall be assessed [appraised] at the true cash value, 
which shall include any mineral, stone, oil or gas value it may have. 
The standing timber on such land shall not be considered in making the 
assessment [appraisement]. In addition to assessing [appraising] the 
parcel of land in question, all of the remaining land in the section in 
which the parcel lies, outside of cities and towns shall also be assessed 
[appraised] at the true cash value, exclusive of buildings and “other 
improvements. In making such assessments [appraisements] each quar- 
ter section shall be valued separately and so designated. All assessments 
[appraisements] shall be entered in ink on the application blank. If the ~ 
assessment [appraisement] as made by the township assessor is not 
satisfactory to the owner, he may appeal to a board consisting of the 
assessor, auditor and treasurer of the county in which such parcel of 
land is situated and the decision of such board shall be final. 
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Sec. 7. Expense of Survey and Assessment. The expense of the 
survey of the tract shall be borne by the applicant. The expense of the 
initial and withdrawal appraisement. shall be borne by the county in 
which such tract is situated and shall be paid out of the general fund. 
For their services in assessing and appraising forest lands, as provided 
for in this act, the township assessor, county assessor, county auditor 
and county treasurer, or any of them shall receive their necessary ex- 
penses in doing such work. 

Sec. 8. Area. No parcel of land shall be received for classifica- 
tion unless it contains at least three acres, and such tract may be of any 
shape whatsoever. 

Sec. 9. Dwellings. No land shall be classified under this act which 
has situated thereon any dwellings or other buildings. Nothing [con- 
tained] in this act contained shall prevent the owner thereof from main- 
taining a sugar camp thereon and utilizing the trees for that purpose, 
or from operating a saw mill therein, to utilize the timber grown on the 
land so classified. 

Sec. 10. Grazing, Etc. No land classified under this act shall be 
grazed by any domestic animal, nor shall any domestic animal be per- 
mitted to roam over such land. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to domestic fowls. 

Sec. 11. Sale of Land. No sale or other conveyance of classified 
land shall release the purchaser thereof, or any other person acquiring 
an interest therein, from any obligation or liability imposed by this act. 

Sec. 12. Signs. All parcels of land classified under this act shall 
be marked by four signs placed on the boundary thereon and so ar- 
ranged on different sides of the tract as to be the most conspicuous to 
the public. Such signs shall be furnished by the department of con- 
servation, and shall be such size and have such wording as the depart- 
ment of conservation may designate. 

Sec. 18. Assessment of Wealth other Than Forest. In the event 
that any oil, gas, stone, coal or other mineral is obtained from any 
such land as classified, the tract may be at once assessed for said oil, 
gas, stone, coal or other mineral wealth and placed on the tax duplicate. 

Sec. 14. Special Permits. If occasion should arise where the owner 
of any classified land should desire a special permit in the management 
of classified land for any purpose deemed advisable by the state forester, 
and not inconsistent with any of the provisions of this act [;] the state 
forester is hereby empowered to issue such a permit which shall be in 
writing and shall be approved by the proper township trustees [trus- 
tee,] county assessor and county auditor and shall be filed and recorded 
in the office of the county reocrder. 

Sec. 15. Inspections. It shall. be the duty of the state forester 
to duly inspect each parcel of land so classified at any time. On such 
inspection trip he shall, if possible, have the owner go over the tract 
with him and point out to the owner any needed improvements and shall 
submit to the owner in writing a report of the inspection with recom- 
mendations. A permanent record shall be made of each inspection in 
the office of the state forester. 
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See. 16. Withdrawal. Land classified under this act may be with- 
drawn from classification by the owner at any time. The owner may 
signify his intention of withdrawing his land frem classification by writ- 
ing to the state forester for two withdrawal blanks, which shall be duly — 
sent, and shall be properly filled out by the owner. Upon receipt of the 
blanks the owner shall have the property appraised in the same manner 
in which it was appraised when it was classified. The standing timber 
at this time shall not be considered in the assessment [appraisement]. 
If the appraisement as-made by the township assessor is not satisfactory 
to the owner, he may appeal to a board of [,] consisting of the assessor, 
county auditor and treasurer of the county in which such parcel of land 
is situated and the decision of such board shall be final. 

See. 17. Tax. Upon the withdrawal of land from classification, the 
owner of such land shall pay thereon as hereinafter provided, an un- 
earned increment tax. The sum of the increment tax shall be the sum 
of the last appraisement less the sum of the first appraisement. Twenty- 
five per cent of the increment tax shall be paid unto [into] the state 
treasury; 50 per cent into the county treasury and 25 per cent into the 
township treasury. 

Sec. 18. Cancellation. If the state forester finds that the provi- 
sions of this act are not being carried out, and the owner refuses to do 
so, he shall at once file a withdrawal notice with the county auditor, and 
the owner, and proceed to have the land withdrawn from classification, 
following the procedure as.prescribed in section 16. : 

The increment tax shall be a lien upon the land classification [classi- 
fied] and the failure to pay such tax shall take the same course as delin- 
quent taxes. 

Sec. 19. The owner of any tract of land classified under the pro- 
visions of this act shall report once each year to the state forester on 
blanks to be furnished by the state forester. Any person who shall make 
any false statement relative to any land classified under the provisions 
of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed $250, to which may be 
added imprisonment in the county jail or the state farm for a period of 
not more than six months. 


NOTES ON THE PRECEDING LAW. 
BY 


CHAS. C. DEAM, State Forester. 


NOTE: These notes are simply explanations and are not to be con- 
strued as legal interpretations. 


Section 1. A study of the rate growth of Indiana trees shows that 
ordinarily it takes from 50 to 100 years for the fastest growing trees 
to reach a diameter of one foot; and 100 to 200 years for the slower 
growing trees. The average for all species would be about 100 years. 
It is well known that a forest investment extends over a long period of 
time with a profit so small that forest land can not afford to pay the 
present rate of taxes. 

Sec. 2. Ordinarily the farmer’s woodlot is on the rear of the farm. 
In this position the only profit it yields is the timber produced, assuming 
that no well managed woodlot is grazed. A better location for a wood- 
lot would be to surround the buildings, orchard, and garden of the 
farm. If so located the owner would receive as benefits in addition to 
the timber produced a protective value to his buildings, stock and or- 
chard that would’ exceed the value of the timber produced. 

If a landowner has no woodlot, or a decrepit one he is advised to 
plant five to eight per cent of his farm to forest trees. To comply with 
the provisions of this law the trees should not be planted farther than 
8x8 feet apart. When so planted a crop, corn preferred, could be grown 
between the trees for two years. When trees are planted 8x8 feet apart, 
an acre would contain 600 trees, which allows for 80 failures the first 
year. It is the best management to replant the failures the following 
year so as to secure even natural pruning. 

A native forest would be considered well stocked if the crowns 
(tops) of the trees form a complete canopy.. Open spaces in a woods 
must be planted with seed or seedlings, and it is best to plant such seed 
or seedlings 5x5 feet apart, or 6x6 feet apart in order to get a complete 
stand as quickly as possible. 

Sec. 4. One side of the application blanks will be ruled in cross- 
sections to a tenth of an inch. On this side of the blank the surveyor 
shall plot the area surveyed to a scale of 100 feet to the inch and shall 
indicate the length of each side in feet and inches and the width of all 
enclosed angles. In addition if there is no established corner on the 
margin of the tract, he shall give the length of a straight line and en- 
closed angle which connects the tract with some established corner. In 
the event the area is too large to be plotted to a scaie of 100 feet to the 
inch reduce the scale to 150 or 200 feet. 

Sec. 6. The object in assessing all the land in the section is to 
serve as a check in obtaining the true valuation of the land classified. 
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Sec. 9. The reason no buildings are permitted to be on classified 
land is to prevent owners of cottages in woodlands about lakes and own- 
ers of expensive suburban homes from classifying their buildings under 
' this law. 
| Sec. 10. The reason no grazing is permitted is because it is not 

consistent with the best forest management. A well managed forest 

should have a good stand of small trees growing to take the place of 
older ones when they are cut. Grazing prevents this. If the annual 
rings of growth of a stump are counted, it will be found that they are 
not uniform and often are quite variable. The variations are most 
often due to favorable growing seasons. Moisture is favorable to rapid 
growth. Grazing favors a loss of moisture by trampling and by cutting 
up and disturbing the leaves that help to conserve the moisture. 

Sec. 12. The object of signs is to call the attention of the public to 
the proper management of a forest. Also, in the event the owner is 
violating any provisions of this act, it is hoped that some one interested 
in law enforcement will notify the Department of Conservation. 

Sec. 17. Since land classified as forest land is practically exempt 
from the burden of public improvements such as roads, bridges, school 
buildings, etc., which increase the value of land; and to prevent the own- 
ers of land near cities from classifying land for speculative purposes, it 
is necessary and just that any increase in the value of land classified 
should be paid to the commonwealth which made the land more 
valuable. 

Sec. 19. The annual report is to be a heart to heart talk of the 
State Forester with the owner. It is the duty and desire of the State 
Forester to co-operate with the owner so that the owner can manage 
the forest as economically as possible and see that the owner manages to 
get the greatest returns from it. The State Forester will inspect the 
forest from time to time and from the annual reports he will ascertain 
if his recommendations are being carried out and learn from the owner 
how the forest is progressing. Questions will be asked such as: Has 
any part of the forest been burned over? How much? Estimate the 
damage caused by fire, etc.? Was there any insect damage? Damage 
by wind or sleet, how much, etc? Do you need seed or seedlings, etc.? 
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*AN ACT TO ENCOURAGE TIMBER PRODUCTION AND TO PRO- 
TECT WATER SHEDS BY CLASSIFYING CERTAIN LANDS AS 
FOREST LANDS; AND PRESCRIBING A METHOD OF 
ASSESSING [APPRAISING] LANDS THUS CLASSI- 
FIED FOR PURPOSES OF TAXATION 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Indiana, That: Classification of Lands. For the purpose of taxation, 
certain forest lands, hereinafter defined as “forest plantations” and 
“native forest lands” shall be classified and assessed as provided in this 
act. The term “forest plantation” as used in this act shall be construed 
to mean any piece of cleared land which has been regularly planted with 
and has growing thereon timber producing trees to the number per acre 
as hereinafter provided. The term “native forest land” as used in this 
act shall be construed to mean any piece of land which has never been 
plowed or cultivated and which contains native timber producing trees, 
of varying ages, to the number per acre as hereinafter prescribed: Pro- 
vided, That pomaceous trees shall not be counted as timber producing. 


Sec. 2. Forest Plantations and Native Forests Defined. Any piece 
or parcel of land to be classified as forest plantations shall have growing 
thereon the following number of healthy, living timber trees per acre; 
if the trees are one year old, there shall be at least 600 trees per acre: if 
the trees are two years old, there shall be at least 500 trees per acre; if 
the trees are not less than three nor more than five years old, there shall 

__ be at least 400 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than six nor more 
_than ten years old there shall be at least 300 trees per acre; if the trees 


“are not less than eleven nor more than fifteen years old, there shall be 


Sat least 200 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than sixteen nor more 
> than twenty years old, there shall be at least 175 trees per acre; if the 
« trees are not less than twenty-one nor more than thirty-five years old 
> there shall be at least 150 trees per acre; if the trees are not less than 
~ thirty-six nor more than fifty years old, there shall be at least 125 trees 
v per acre; if the trees are not less than fifty-one nor more than seventy- 
= five years old, there shall be at least 100 per acre; and trees older than 
eo seventy-five shall be credited with occupying 900 square feet of space. 
“In the event that it is impossible for the owner of any plantation too 


Se, L5 [to] have the prescribed number of even age trees growing thereon, 


+ on account of death or maturing of some, then smaller trees shall be 
planted among the larger trees so that all of the available tree growing 
space shall be occupied. Trees less than one inch in diameter at a 
height of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 
65 square feet of space; trees not less than one and more [less] than two 
inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the ground shall be 
credited with occupying 85 square feet of space; trees not less than two 
and less than four inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the 
ground shall be credited with occupying 110 square feet of space. Trees 


*Note: Unfortunately a few manuscript and typographical errors appear in the 
law. The corrections are made in brackets. 
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not less than four and less than six inches in diameter at a height of four 
feet above the ground, shall be credited with occupying 150 square feet of 
space; trees not less than six and less than eight inches in diameter at a 
distance of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 
200 square feet of space; trees not less than eight and less than ten 
inches in diameter at a distance of four feet above the ground shall be 
credited with occupying 300 square feet of space; trees not less than ten 
and less than fifteen inches in diameter at a height of four feet above the 
ground shall be credited with occupying 450 square feet of space; trees 
not less than fifteen and less [than] twenty inches in diameter at a height 
of four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying 600 
square feet of space and trees twenty inches in diameter or larger 
at four feet above the ground shall be credited with occupying at least 
650 square feet of space. The stand of trees on any such forest planta- 
tion shall be a good stand as that term is understood by competent 
foresters and as shall be determined by the state forester and no open 
areas shall be permitted. If a tree dies or is removed the vacancy shall 
be filled by planting seed or seedlings therein. The number of seeds 
of [orl seedlings planted shall be sufficient to fully stock the open 
space. When open spaces are first replanted, the trees planted therein - 
shall be spaced not more than eight feet apart and each tree planted 
shall be allowed a space of 64 square feet. When the owner of a 
plantation wishes arable land and wishes a wide spacing, he shall be per- | 
mitted to use a spacing as wide as 8x8 feet and be permitted to grow 
a nurse crop between the rows for a period of two years. The state 
forester may authorize the planting of additional trees within any such 
space and shall indicate how and where they shall be placed. The 
owner of any parcel of land classified as native forest land shall have 
three years from date on which such land is entered for taxation as 
native forest land by the county auditor, as hereinafter provided to seed 
or plant such land, and if at the end of such time such land shall not be 
fully stocked, such owner shall furnish satisfactory reasons to the state 
forester for failing so to do. A native forest land shall be deemed to 
be fully stocked when it shall contain at least 1,000 timber trees of any 
size per acre, exclusive of pomaceous tree. If coppice shoots are counted 
as trees, only one from each stump shall be counted. The following 
trees shall not be deemed timber trees within the meaning of this act: 
Dogwoods (Cornus); water-beech (Carpinus); ironwood (Ostrya); red 
bud (Cercis); sassafras; persimmon; pawpaw; black haw; and willows 
(Salix). No areas within any such native forest shall be free of trees. 
Every open space shall be growing tree of same [samel some age. The 
minimum stand of trees shall be regulated by the state forester and his 
instructions and decisions in regard to what constitutes a stand of trees 
within the meaning of this act shall be final. 


Sec. 8. Amount Assessed. All forest plantations and native forest 
lands shall be assessed at the rate of one dollar per acre. 


Sec. 4. Application for Classification. Any person or firm or cor- 
poration, wishing to have any land classified according to the provisions 
of this act shall obtain application blanks from the state forester for 


5 


that purpose. The state forester shall send the applicant two blanks 
which shall be filled out and filed as hereinafter provided before the 
land shall be deemed to be classified within the. meaning of this act. 
After receiving the application blanks the applicant shall have the parcel 
of land proposed for classification surveyed by metes and bounds and 
located with reference to some established corner. In addition, the parcel 
of land shall be located as to section, township, range and county; two 
plots of the survey shall be made in ink, and on a scale of 100 feet to 
the inch, such plot shall show true north, the length of each side of such 
parcel of land in feet and inches, the size of all enclosed angles, the 
magnetic bearing, and the angle of the line connecting the plot with an 
established corner. Each plot shall be made a part of the application; 
one copy of the plot shall be sent to the state forester and the other shall 
be filed and recorded in the office of the recorder [filed in the office of 
the auditorl, of the county in which such parcel of land is situated. 
The person making the survey of the tract shall fill in the necessary 
and appropriate part of the application and sign the same as herein- 
after prescribed. The applicant shall then have the land appraised by 
the township assessor of the township in which such parcel of land is 
situated and said appraisement shall become a part of the application 
and the township assessor shall sign the appraisement as hereinafter pre- 
scribed. Each application shall be signed by the owner or owners, sur- 
veyor, and the township assessor making the appraisement. The sig- 
natures of each shall be witnessed by two legal voters of the county 
in which such parcel of land is situated. One application shall be filed 
and be made of record in the office of the recorder of the county in 
which such parcel of land is located, and the second application shall be 
sent to the state forester. If, in the judgment of the state forester the 
application and the land to be classified complies with the provisions and 
intent of this act, he shall at once notify the county auditor of the 
county in which the land is located that the land described in the appli- 
cation has been duly classified as a forest plantation or native forest 
land as the case may be, and thereupon, the auditor shall enter the same 
for taxation as provided for in this act. 


Sec. 5. Surveyor’s Charge. The county surveyor in making such 
surveys shall not charge more than the legal rate for land surveys of 
a similar character. 


Sec. 6. How Assessment [Assessed]. Any parcel of land designed 
for classification shall be assessed [appraised] at the true cash value, 
which shall include any mineral, stone, oil or gas value it may have. 
The standing timber on such land shall not be considered in making the 
assessment [appraisement]. In addition to assessing [appraising] the 
parcel of-land in question, all of the remaining land in the section in 
which the parcel lies, outside of cities and towns shall also be assessed 
[appraised] at the true cash value, exclusive of buildings and other 
improvements. In making such assessments [appraisements] each quar- 
ter section shall be valued separately and so designated. All assessments 
[appraisements] shall be entered in ink on the application blank. If the 
assessment [appraisement] as made by the township assessor is not 
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satisfactory to the owner, he may appeal to a board consisting of the 
assessor, auditor and treasurer of the county in which such parcel of 
land is situated and the decision of such board shall be final. 


Sec. 7. Expense of Survey and Assessment. The expense of the 
survey of the tract shall be borne by the applicant. The expense of the 
initial and withdrawal appraisement shall be borne by the county in 
which such tract is situated and shall be paid out of the general fund. 
For their services in assessing and appraising forest lands, as provided 
for in this act, the township assessor, county assessor, county auditor 
and county treasurer, or any of them shall receive their necessary ex- 
penses in doing such work. 


Sec. 8. Area. No parcel of land shall be received for classifica- 
tion unless it contains at least three acres, and such tract may be of any 
shape whatsoever. 


Sec. 9. Dwellings. No land shall be classified under this act which 
has situated thereon any dwellings or other buildings. Nothing [con- 
tained] in this act contained shall prevent the owner thereof from main- 
taining a sugar camp thereon and utilizing the trees for that purpose, 
or from operating a saw mill therein, to utilize the timber grown on the 
land so classified. 


See. 10. Grazing, Etc. No land classified under this act shall be 
grazed by any domestic animal, nor shall any domestic animal be per- 
mitted to roam over such land. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to domestic fowls. 


Sec. 11. ‘Sale of Land. No sale or other conveyance of classified 
land shall release the purchaser thereof, or any other person acquiring 
an interest therein, from any obligation or liability imposed by this act. 


Sec. 12. Signs. All parcels of land classified under this act shall 
be marked by four signs placed on the boundary thereon and so ar- 
ranged on different sides of the tract as to be the most conspicuous to 
the public. Such signs shall be furnished by the department of con- 
servation, and shall be such size and have such wording as the depart- 
ment of conservation may designate. 


Sec. 138. Assessment of Wealth other Than Forest. In the event 
that any oil, gas, stone, coal or other mineral is obtained from anv 
such land as classified, the tract may be at once assessed for said oil, 
gas, stone, coal or other mineral wealth and placed on the tax duplicate. 


Sec. 14. Special Permits. If occasion should arise where the owner 
of any classified land should desire a special permit in the management 
of classified land for any purpose deemed advisable by the state forester, 
and not inconsistent with any of the provisions of this act [;] the state 
forester is hereby empowered to issue such a permit which shall be in 
writing and shall be approved by the proper township trustees [trus- 
tee,] county assessor and county auditor and shall be filed and recorded 
in the office of the county recorder. 


Sec. 15. Inspections. It shall be the duty of the state forester 
to duly inspect each parcel of land so classified at any time. On such 


inspection trip he shall, if possible, have the owner go over the tract 
with him and point out to the owner any needed improvements and shall 
submit to the owner in writing a report of the inspection with recom- 
mendations. A permanent record shall be made of each inspection in 
the office of the state forester. 

Sec. 16. Withdrawal. Land classified under this act may be with- 
drawn from classification by the owner at any time. The owner may 
‘signify his intention of withdrawing his land from classification by writ- 
ing to the state forester for two withdrawal blanks, which shall be duly 
sent, and shall be properly filled out by the owner. Upon receipt of the 
blanks the owner shall have the property appraised in the same manner 
in which it was appraised when it was classified. The standing timber 
at this time shall not be. considered in the assessment [appraisement}]. 
If the appraisement as made by the township assessor is not satisfactory 
to the owner, he may appeal to a board of [,] consisting of the assessor, 
county auditor and treasurer of the county in which such parcel of land 
is situated and the decision of such board shall be final. 

Sec. 17. Tax. Upon the withdrawal of land from classification, the 
owner of such land shall pay thereon as hereinafter provided, an un- 
earned increment tax. The sum of the increment shall be the sum of 
the last appraisement less the sum of the first appraisement. Twenty- 
five per cent of the increment tax shall be paid unto [into]! the state 
treasury; 50 per cent into the county treasury and 25 per cent into the 
township treasury. 

Sec. 18. Cancellation. If the state forester finds that the provi- 
sions of this act are not being carried out, and the owner refuses to do 
so, he shall at once file a withdrawal notice with the county auditor, and 
the owner, and proceed to have the land withdrawn from classification, 
following the procedure as prescribed in section 16. 

The increment tax shall be a lien upon the land classification [classi- 
fied] and the failure to pay such tax shall take the same course as delin- 
quent taxes. 

Sec. 19. The owner of any tract of land classified under the pro- 
visions of this act shall report once each year to the state forester on 
blanks to be furnished by the state forester. Any person who shall make 
any false statement relative to any land classified under the provisions 
of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed $250, to which may be 
added imprisonment in the county jail or the state farm for a period of 
not more than six months. 


NOTES ON THE PRECEDING LAW 


NOTE: These notes are simply explanations and are not to be con- 
strued as legal interpretations. 


Section 1. A study of the rate growth of Indiana trees shows that 
ordinarily it takes from 50 to 100 years for the fastest growing trees 
to reach a diameter of one foot; and 100 to 200 years for the slower 
growing trees. The average for all species would be about 100 years. 
It is well known that a forest investment extends over a long period of 
time with a profit so small that forest land can not afford to pay the 
present rate of taxes. 


Sec. 2. Ordinarily the farmer’s woodlot is on the rear of the farm. 
In this position the only profit it yields is the timber produced, assuming 
that no well managed woodlot is grazed. A better location for a wood- 
lot would be to surround the buildings, orchard, and garden of the 
farm. If so located the owner would receive as benefits in addition to 
the timber produced a protective value to his buildings, stock and or- 
chard that would exceed the value of the timber produced. 

If a landowner has no woodlot, or a decrepit one he is advised to 
plant five to eight per cent of his farm to forest trees. To comply with 
the provisions of this law the trees should not be planted farther than 
8x8 feet apart. 

The 8x8 spacing will get 680 trees per acre which allows for 80 
failures and still comes within the requirements of the law. It is best 
to replant the failures the following year so as to secure pruning of 
the lower limbs. 


A native forest would be considered well stocked if the crowns 
(tops) of the tree form a complete canopy. Open spaces in a woods 
must be planted with seeds or seedlings, and it is best to plant such seed 
or seedlings 5x5 feet apart, or 6x6 feet apart in order to get a complete 
stand as quickly as possible. 


Sec. 4. One side of the application blanks will be ruled in cross- 
sections to a tenth of an inch. On this side of the blank the surveyor 
shall plot the area surveyed to a scale of 100 feet to the inch and shall 
indicate the length of each side in feet and inches and the width of all 
enclosed angles. In addition if there is no established corner on the 
margin of the tract, he shall give the length of a straight line and en- 
closed angle which connects the tract with some established corner. In 
the event the area is too large to be plotted to a scale of 100 feet to the 
inch reduce the scale to 150 or 200 feet. 


Sec. 6. The object in assessing all the land in the section is to 
serve as a check in obtaining the true valuation of the land classified. 


Sec. 9. The reason no buildings are permitted to be on classified 
land is to prevent owners of cottages in woodlands about lakes and own- 
ers of expensive suburban homes from classifying their buildings under 
this law. 
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See. 10. The reason no grazing is permitted is because it is not 
consistent with the best forest management. A well managed forest 
should have a good stand of small trees growing to take the place of 
older ones when they are cut. Grazing prevents this. If the annual 
rings of growth of a stump are counted, it will be found that they are 
not uniform and often are quite variable. The variations are most 
often due to favorable growing seasons. Moisture is favorable to rapid 
growth. Grazing favors a loss of moisture by trampling and by cutting 
up and distributing the leaves that help to conserve the moisture. 


Sec. 12. The object of signs is to call the attention of the public to 
the proper management of a forest. Also, in the event the owner 
is violating any provisions of this act, it is hoped that some one inter- 
ested in law enforcement will notify the Department of Conservation. 


Sec. 17. Since land classified as forest land is practically exempt 
from the burden of public improvement such as roads, bridges, school 
building's, etc., which increase the value of land; and to prevent the own- 
ers of land near cities from classifying land for speculative purposes, it 
is necessary and just that any increase in the value of land classified 
should be paid to the commonwealth which made the land more valuable. 


Sec. 19. The annual report is to be a heart to heart talk of the 
State Forester with the owner. It is the duty and desire of the State 
Forester to co-operate with the owner so that the owner can manage 
the forest as economically as possible and see that the owner manages to 
get the greatest returns from it. The State Forester will inspect the 
forest from time to time and from the annual reports he will ascertain 
if his recommendations are being carried out and learn from the owner 
how the forest is progressing. Questions will be asked such as: Has 
any part of the forest been burned over? How much? Estimate the 
damage caused by fire, etc.? Was there any insect damage? Damage 
by wind or sleet, how much, etc.? Do you need seed or seedlings, etc.? 


ARTIFICIAL REFORESTATION 


The State supplies seedlings at the cost of production to farmers 
and others interested in artificial reforestation of their land. Black 
locust are furnished at $2.50 per thousand, hardwoods at $5.00 per 
thousand and pines and spruce at $10.00 per thousand. This is the actual 
cost of production to the State. 

Since 1903, the State has been experimenting on the planting of 
hardwoods on worn-out soil. These experiments have been carried out 
at the Clark County State Forest at Henryville, Indiana. We have ob- 
tained definite information in order to guide future planting and it has 
been determined that hardwoods will not grow on poor worn-out soil, 
and that it is best to plant coniferous species on this soil since they 
grow well. The natural succession of species on these sites is a conifer- 
ous stand. Therefore we have recommended the planting of different 
conifers in order to advance the natural cycle a few years. The conifers 
will, if protected from fire, develop the humus material and organic 
matter of the soil so that hardwoods and species native to Indiana will 
seed in. 
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In certain localities, black locust is not adaptable to the soil and 
because of the resulting slow growth it is easily attacked and killed by 
the black locust borer. Each planting site requires careful considera- 
tion before species can be definitely recommended and be expected to 
grow. The Division of Forestry is always available to assist you with 
your planting. 


The above picture shows the prolific natural reproduction in the classified forest of 
the Jasper Veneer Mill in Dubois county. This woods has been cut by selective methods. 
There are thousands of red and white oak, ash, maple; and poplar seedlings to the 
acre. It is better to save our native forests by protecting them from grazing and fire 
than to be required to replace them in the future with artificial forests. 
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The woods pictured above is in the final stage of deterioration. You will note that 
this is characterized by a complete sod cover, complete absence of all tree reproduction 
and stag-headedness and death of the trees. Woodlots of this type that are in the final 
stage may be regenerated if the area is wrotected from forest fire, and cattle are not 
allowed to graze on the land. It is also necessary to plant some hardwoods in the larger 
openings in a woods of this kind so that it will regenerate quicker. 
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* Classified Owner-: 
Planting Required 
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